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President's Message

Dear Friends of Pittsburgh Seminary,

Here at the beginning of April 2012, let me start by wishing you a blessed Holy Week. May
your private and corporate worship this Easter season deepen your understanding of God's
love for us, and may that understanding inspire your life of grateful obedience to Jesus, our
Savior and Lord.

Right now in Pittsburgh, we see good reason for gratitude all around us. An unusually warm
and sunny March has meant an early spring, and the beautiful flowers have brought
abundant reminders of the new life given to us through the resurrected Christ. "Joy to the
world" seems as appropriate a response at Easter as at Christmas.

Later this month, we'll also be sharing in the joy of our returning graduates for "Rejoicing in
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Our Inheritance"—the theme of Alumnae/i Days 2012. From April 25-28, alums from far and
near will gather to renew friendships made at Pittsburgh Seminary and celebrate milestone
reunions with former classmates.

During Alumnae/i Days, we will recognize four graduates whose careers have epitomized
the Seminary's goal of preparing pastor-theologians for Christian service in a wide variety of
ministerial capacities. The Rev. Dr. William Davis '65 will receive the Distinguished Alumnus
Award in Academia. For nearly 50 years he has taught English and literature, the last 30 of
those years at Baylor University, where he serves as professor of English and writer-in-
residence. The latest of his 11 books won the 2009 New Criterion Poetry Prize and the 2010
Helen C. Smith Memorial Award for Poetry.

The Rev. Dr. Edward Newberry '71 will be named Distinguished Alumnus in Pastoral
Ministry. For 30 years, he has pastored Memorial Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, N.C.
Over his nearly four decades of service in the PC(USA) he has provided leadership on many
and varied committees and task forces of the denomination's General Assembly.

The Rev. Theron (Terry) Provance '87, this year's Distinguished Alumnus in Specialized
Ministry, has spent the last dozen years helping the poor in Asia, Africa, and Latin America
secure low-interest microcredit loans through the worldwide non-profit organization
Oikocredit, founded by the World Council of Churches. Executive director of Oikocredit and
an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, Terry has visited more than 100
countries to work for peace, economic justice, disarmament, and racial equality.

The Rev. Dr. Robert Weingartner '82, executive director of The Outreach Foundation, will be
named Distinguished Alumnus in Mission. In his leadership of this validated mission support
group of the PC(USA), he serves in roles that take him across the life of the church and
around the world—roles that draw on his 20 years of service as a pastor prior to accepting
this important position.

I hope that as many of you as possible will join us at the Alumnae/i Days banquet Fri., April
27, to recognize these alums for their lives of grateful obedience to God's call.

Hoping to see you on campus this month,

Sincerely,
The Rev. Dr. William J. Carl III
President and Professor of Homiletics

P.S. To register for the Alumnae/i Days banquet, go to www.pts.edu/News_and_Events or
contact Director of Alumnae/i and Church Relations the Rev. Carolyn Cranston '99 at 412-
924-1375 or ccranston@pts.edu.

Seminary Names New Professor of Church History

Heather Hartung Vacek has been named assistant professor of church history and will begin
at the Seminary June 1. Prior to coming to PTS, Vacek will complete a doctor of theology at
Duke University, Duke Divinity School. She was awarded the Louisville Institute Dissertation
Fellowship in 2011-2012. Vacek earned degrees in economics, engineering, business, and
divinity. She is an approved candidate for ordained ministry in the Moravian Church in
America. Vacek is a trustee at Moravian Theological Seminary and has served on various
committees at Duke Divinity School. Her research interests include American religious
history, church history, history of mental illness in America, practical theology, and
theologies of disability and suffering. Vacek's most recent publication is "Opening Heart and
Hand to Them in Need": An Account of Mental Illness, Stigma, and the Church which will
appear in The Hinge: International Theological Dialogue for the Moravian Church. She is a
member of American Academy of Religion, American Historical Association, American
Society of Church History, Association of Practical Theology, Moravian Historical Society,



3

and Society for the Scientific Study of Religion.

PTS Alums and Students Receive Grants from PCUSA

PTS alums and current students recently received a grant through the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) Communities of Theological Reflection/Communities of Theological Friendship grant
program. Awardees include the Rev. Dr. Daniel Corll '80/'01 (Mt. Pleasant United
Presbyterian Church), the Rev. Dr. Beverly James '81 (Riverview United Presbyterian
Church) and the Rev. Deborah Warren '05 (Second United Presbyterian Church), along with
seminarians Elaine Loggi and Melissa Morris. The pastors and seminarians will use the grant
to provide time and resources for biblical and theological reflection on the practical aspects
of their collaborative team ministry. Also receiving an award was the Rev. Betty Angelini
'09, executive director of Crestfield Camp and Conference Center. She is the recipient of the
Communities of Theological Reflection/Communities of Theological Friendship grant
program. Angelini and the transformational ministry she directs will be blessed by the
study, retreat, and time for discernment this grant from the PCUSA allows.

Prospective Student Visit Event April 11

Know someone interested in ministry? Invite them to join us for our coming visit event! This
one-day event of exploration for prospective students will be held April 11 from 1:30-8:00
p.m. The event is devoted to the discernment journey. Sessions will reflect on God's call as
it is experienced through Scripture, through life experience, and through the stories of
current students. Participants will learn about our distinctive master's level degree
programs, hear about the admissions process and financial aid, join the Seminary
community for a time of worship and dinner, and have the opportunity to sit in on a class. A
campus tour will give a personal touch of our buildings, classrooms, and housing. For those
traveling from a distance, overnight housing will be provided. There is no fee for this event.
Spouses, parents, or family members are welcome to attend. Reserve a place at this visit
event. Contact us at admissions@pts.edu or 1-800-451-4194.

Archaeologist Explores Beekeeping at Tel Rehov

Archaeologist Amahai Mazar will lecture Mon., April 23 at 7:30 p.m. on the role of
beekeeping within ancient Israel and its significance to understanding the use of honey and
wax production there and in the surrounding regions. Mazar is the Eleazar Sukenik Chair in
the Archaeology of Israel at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. His excavations at Tel
Rehov in northern Israel have revealed the only apiaries known so far from excavations in
the ancient Near East. Though beehives and bee keeping places are seen in several
Egyptian depictions and are mentioned in texts from various parts of the ancient Near East,
archaeologists had recovered no traces of such an industry until now. The Tel Rehov
apiaries were discovered inside a large and densely built city of the 10th to 9th centuries
BCE. In addition, the Kelso Bible Lands Museum will be open from 5:00 to 7:15 p.m. and
after the lecture. Contact 412-924-1394 with questions.

Seminary Hosts Annual April Lectures

Plan now to attend the annual Albright-Deering Lectures in Methodist Studies Thurs., April
26 and The J. Hubert Henderson Conference on Church and Ministry Fri., April 27. These
lectures are free and open to the public. Contact the Office of Continuing Education at 412-
924-1345 or ConEd@pts.edu with questions or for more information.

Edward P. Wimberly, Jarena Lee Professor of Pastoral Care at Interdenominational
Theological Seminary, Atlanta, Ga., will present two Albright-Deering lectures on the theme
"No Shame in Wesley's Gospel: A 21st Century Pastoral Theology." Special lectures include
"No Shame in Wesley's Gospel: The Shame Factor" at 2:00 p.m. and "Public Theology, Civil
Rights, and the Wesleyan Spirit" at 3:45 p.m. Lecture Brochure
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The Henderson Lectures will feature keynoter R. Gustav Niebuhr, associate professor in
religion and the media at Syracuse University. He will address "The Church and the News
Media: A Difficult, Necessary, and Inseparable Relationship." Lectures include "Bound
Together by the First Amendment" at 11:00 a.m., "The Problem of Differing Directions in
Storytelling" at 2:00 p.m., and "Common Challenges in Contemporary Culture" at 4:00 p.m.
Lecture Brochure

Other Continuing Education Events this Month

In addition to hosting the Albright-Deering and Henderson Lectures, the Office of Continuing
Education will present the following events. Follow the links to learn more or contact 412-
924-1345 or ConEd@pts.edu.

• April 16 - 20 / Biblical Interpretation / James H. Platt, PTS
• April 16 - June 8 / Church Administration / Online Course / Wayne A. Yost
• April 17 / Nurtured by God's Word / A Workshop Series for Church Educators / Journey
Inward, Journey Outward / Steven S. Tuell, PTS
• April 24 - May 8 / Greece and Turkey: An Introduction to Christian and Ancient Sites /
James E. Davison, PTS
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